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Trolley Creek Park Grand Opening Nears

Construction of beautiful Trolley Creek Park in 
southeast Fresno is nearly complete.  The park is 
the sister facility to natonally recognized Sloan 

Johnson Oso de Oro Lake Park in northwest Fresno, and 
uses the same specialized features that make Oso de Oro 
fully usable for people of all physical abilities.

Trolley Creek Park celebrates Fresno’s history and some 
of Fresno’s most recognizable landmarks are represented, 
including the Meux Home Museum and the famous Fresno 
Water Tower.  The park gets its name from a custom built 
1920 Birney trolley car, which is the same style as one that 
once ran on the old Huntington Line.  The three-acre park 
is adjacent to a fully landscaped nine-acre ponding basin, 
complete with a wildlife observation dock over the water.  

Trolley Creek Park is located at Huntington and Helm 
Avenues, north of the Kings Canyon Road Wal-Mart store.

The grand opening of the park is tentatively scheduled 
for mid-July, and will have an Old Fresno theme in 
keeping with the park’s design theme.  To encourage a 
sense of ownership and community pride, neighborhood 
and community groups, area schools, project donors and 
partners, and all other community members are invited to 
join the District at the grand opening event.

Funding for park construction was provided through 
a combination of State bond funds, grants, and donations 
of money, supplies and labor from local businesses 
and private citizens.  At the grand opening, the District 
Board will have the opportunity to publicly recognize the 
generosity and commitment of every project donor.

The most recent gift to Trolley Creek Park was given 
Saturday, May 8, when the park was the scene of a large, 
successful volunteer tree and shrub planting event.  More 
than 100 hard working volunteers came out and planted 
124 trees and more than 857 shrubs in about three hours!   
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fl ood control facilities needed to provide service to their 
developments.  When there is limited development, as in 
this area, the needed funds are not available.  Less than 
$100,000 in development fees was available for the project, 
which cost approximately $377,000.  Because completion 
of this pipeline project was a priority to the District Board, 
general fund dollars were used to advance construction, 
and the project was completed this winter. 

For years area businesses, including the Wonder Bread/
Hostess Bakery, expressed concern about the rain season 
fl ooding and its impacts on traffi c and access to their 
buildings.  Store Manager Betty Sanchez said, “It made it 
impossible for customers to come into the building without 
wading in.  It was really bad for business.”  Now that 
the seasonal fl ooding has been alleviated, she notes, “It’s 
great, the water didn’t puddle up this year.  That’s a big 
improvement.  The water used to come into the building.” 

Bill Nelson General Engineering Construction was 
awarded the contract and placed 3,242 feet of reinforced 
concrete pipe, ranging from 18 to 36 inches in diameter, 
and constructed 10 storm drain inlets.  Together, the inlets 
and pipe carry storm water and urban runoff to the storm 
water retention basin near Valentine and Ashlan Avenues.  

After many years of chronic rain season fl ooding 
the businesses in the Weber and Dakota 
Avenue area experienced their fi rst winter 

without standing water.  This industrial area of Fresno 
was developed before the 1956 creation of the District 
by voters, and was built without benefi t of proper storm 
drainage.

Storm drain service to areas like this is normally funded 
through pre-paid drainage assessments (PPDA) which 
are paid by developers in each drainage area to construct 

As with many other 
local agencies, the 
District is preparing 

its 2004/2005 budget with an eye 
on the potential fi scal impacts 
resulting from the Governor’s 
proposed budget.  Over the next 
60 days staff will refi ne the draft 
budget and predict impacts that 
may result from actions by the 
legislature.  A preliminary budget 

will be presented to the District Board of Directors on 
Wednesday, June 30th at 6:00 p.m.

Since the District may have fewer dollars available for 
capital projects in fi scal year 2004/2005, District staff has 

held meetings with staff from the City of Clovis, the City 
of Fresno and the County of Fresno to ensure the proposed 
budget refl ects top priorities for each entity.  

As we proceed through the process of funding projects 
in the upcoming year the District will make every effort to 
ensure that projects are coordinated with our community 
partners.  This makes good sense in typical years and is 
critical in years where resources are limited.

The District will look to extend every dollar it can by 
coordinating projects and eliminating duplicative work.   
The District will be effective in these diffi cult fi scal times 
because it has a budget plan that sets realistic expectations, 
and provides the resources to implement the plan.  

Bob Van Wyk

Message from the General Manager
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Storm Drainage Service Brought to Dakota 
& Weber Area

Flood Line - Spring 2004

Street flooding like this was common near Dakota 
& Weber before completion of the area’s storm 

drainage system.



storm events and for periodic basin maintenance.  For 
more information on the District’s groundwater recharge 
program, please see the story on page 6.

Making Room for Recreation
When possible, recreational uses are included in 

planning of District facilities.  The City of Clovis has 
designated a trail along the north side of the Gould 

Canal, and the 
District adjusted 
the basin design to 
accommodate the trail.  
This is consistent 
with the multi-use 
philosophy of the 
District Board, and 
particularly with the 
planned dual use/
recreation designation 
of the new basin site.

In a letter of 
support for the 
acquisition and 
development of 
the proposed basin 
site, City of Clovis 
Senior Planner David 
Fey stated, “Clovis 
supports the District’s 
efforts to develop this 
basin for joint fl ood 
control and public 
recreation uses.  Given 
the planned open 
spaces and paseos of 
the Southeast Urban 
Center Specifi c Plan, 
there will be several 
opportunities for the 

City of Clovis and the District to coordinate recreation 
facilities.”

The new basin site was purchased using the last of the 
funds from the District’s State Revolving Fund loan.  This 
20-year, 2.8% loan gave the District access to $10,000,000 
for the purpose of acquiring property necessary to build 
urban fl ood control basins throughout Fresno and Clovis.

Getting Ready for Growth

In March of 2003 the City of Clovis adopted 
the Southeast Urban Center Specifi c Plan.  The 
Southeast Urban Center is generally bounded by 

Bullard Avenue, Dakota Avenue, Locan Avenue, and 
McCall Avenue.  Over the next 20 years it is anticipated 
this planned area will become home to more than 30,000 
people in a unique urban village that takes full advantage 
of smart growth planning concepts.  (To learn more about 
smart growth, visit 
www.ci.clovis.ca.us)

Implementation of 
this plan will require 
that urban drainage 
services be designed 
and constructed by 
the District.  Over 
the past three years 
the City of Clovis 
and the District have 
been working together 
to ensure facilities 
are constructed in 
conjunction with the 
planned growth.

The District 
recently completed 
two major components 
of the storm drainage 
system for the area.  
First, the District 
adopted a Master Plan 
for the new 1,385-acre 
drainage area that will 
serve the eastern half 
of the planned urban 
center.  Second, the 
District has acquired 
property necessary 
to construct a 33.84-acre storm drain retention basin near 
Highland and Dakota Avenues.

The basin site is adjacent to the north side of Fresno 
Irrigation District’s (FID) Gould Canal.  Proximity to 
the canal is ideal for two reasons.  The fi rst advantage 
is the easy availability of water for the groundwater 
recharge program, and the second is the occasional need to 
discharge water from the basin to preserve capacity during 
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Gearing Up for Clovis Southeast Urban Center
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Junior Golf Foundation Vice 
President Conrad Nilmeier observed, 
“This was a labor of love by the Ross 
Family...It opens up people’s hearts, 
that’s what it does.”

Financial supporters of the golf 
complex include the Matoian Family, 
the City of Fresno, the United 
States Golf Foundation, the Fansler 
Foundation, and many other patrons.

District Board member George 
Marcus represented the District at the 
ground breaking.  Speaking to Mr. 
Ross, he said, “The District Board 
supported this project 100%, and I 
think it will be a good project.  I’m 
very happy you chose this site.”  Mr. 
Ross responded, “This was easy to do.  
It’s where it should be.”

The Junior Golf Foundation 
operates under the philosophy that 
all juniors are welcome, regardless 
of physical ability or experience 
with golf.  They believe that golf is 
a catalyst to help teach young people 
important values of life such as 
honesty, integrity, and fair play.

If you are interested in learning 
more about the Junior Golf 
Foundation, or would like to become a 
Foundation supporter, please call Mr. 
Len Ross at (559) 255-7126. 

Junior Golf Foundation Breaks 
Ground in West Fresno

Ground was broken on 
December 18, 2003 
signaling the offi cial start 

of work on the long awaited Fresno-
Greater San Joaquin Valley Junior 
Golf Foundation complex.  The 
complex will be located on Tielman 
Avenue, south of the Chandler Airport.

The site of the new golf complex is 
adjacent to a fully landscaped 25-acre 
District ponding basin.  The Junior 
Golf Foundation has entered into a 
recreational use agreement with the 
District to use the 25 acres of open 
space as a driving range for its junior 
golfers.  The golf complex staff will 
provide free golf instruction to area 
and Valley juniors, the physically 
challenged, and senior citizens.

Phase I of construction is estimated 
to be completed by the end of 2004.  
Phase II will include the construction 
of a club house and storage facility.  
Approximately $250,000-$260,000 is 
needed for this phase of the project. 

Mr. Len Ross, President of the 
Fresno-Greater San Joaquin Valley 
Junior Golf Foundation, spoke to 
the crowd gathered for the ground 
breaking and personally thanked all 
who have made the project a reality.  
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District Director George Marcus (l)
and Junior Golf Foundation 

President Len Ross (r)

Ground is officially broken on 
the Junior Golf Foundation’s golf 
complex site.  District Director 

George Marcus is second from right.

News Line

Cub Scouts Clean 
Up River

The Golden West District 
of the Boy Scouts of 
America has begun an 

ambitious San Joaquin River clean 
up and education program series 
for its Cub Scouts.  The program is 
sponsored in part by a Flood Control 
District Clean Storm Water Grant.

Through a partnership with 
the San Joaquin River Parkway & 
Conservation Trust and the Flood 
Control District, Cub Scouts are 
working with a trained ecologist 
to learn the importance of river 
stewardship and protection on 
monthly clean up days.

The clean up work will count 
toward the World Conservation 
Award, and each Scout will be given 
a patch to signify their involvement 
in this community project.  Through 
the Clean Storm Water Grant to the 
Golden West District Boy Scout 
Council, the Flood Control District 
provides water, snacks, and gloves 
for each scout.  

If your organization or group 
is interested in participating in 
similar projects, please call David 
Pomaville, the Flood Control 
District’s Environmental Resources 
Manager, at (559) 456-3292 for 
details.

You can learn more about the 
Parkway & Conservation Trust by 
visiting www.riverparkway.org, and 
more about the Fresno Metropolitan 
Flood Control District at 
www.fresnofl oodcontrol.org



A simple and portable tool WSC 
uses to reinforce the message of 
constant supervision is the Water 
Watcher Badge.  The Badge is a 
laminated tag, full of water related 
safety tips, and hung on a lanyard.  It 
is used with the same principle as the 
Designated Driver Program, in that 

adults wearing 
the Badge 
assume the 
responsibility 
of carefully 
supervising 
children 
while they are 
playing in or 
around water.  
Wearing 
the Badge 
around the 
neck reminds 
the caregiver 
of his or her 
responsibility 

as supervisor.  The Badges will be 
distributed to parents and guardians 
after presentations and at health and 
safety fairs.

Other WSC members include:

•  Children’s Hospital Central
California

•  Clovis Fire Department
•  Fresno County Health Department
•  Fresno County Sheriff’s Department
•  Fresno Irrigation District
•  Kings River Conservation District
•  Mark Simonian, M.D.
•  Tranquillity Irrigation District
•  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and
•  U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary.

For more information about this 
water safety education program, call 
Brandy Swisher at the District offi ce, 
(559) 456-3292.

The District is a founding 
member of Water Safety 
Council of Fresno County 

(WSC), which was created in 1982 
as a drowning prevention task force 
by the City of Fresno and the County 
of Fresno.  WSC was awarded a 
$300,000 educational grant by First 
5 Fresno 
County.  The 
main purpose 
of the grant 
is to reduce 
the number 
of drownings 
and near-
drownings 
among 
children ages 
0-5 years in 
Fresno County 
through 
education of 
the adults who 
care for them.

One major component of this 
two-year program is the free water 
safety presentations given to parent 
groups, childcare workers, Head 
Start program staff, Fresno County 
health care providers, and others.  The 
presentations, given on a rotation 
by staff of Children’s Hospital of 
Central California Pediatric Intensive 
Care Unit, teach adults that their 
supervision is the key to keeping kids 
safe around all bodies of water.

The content of the presentations 
was developed by Children’s 
Hospital of Orange County, and 
sends a powerful message about the 
critical importance of constant adult 
supervision of children around water, 
providing “layers of protection” 
between your child and water, and 
illustrates how quickly and quietly a 
child can drown.

News Line

Adult awareness of the dangers water 
can pose to small children and close 
supervision are the best protection 

against drowning and near-drowning.
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$300,000 Grant Awarded for 
Water Safety Education

The fourth annual Teach 
the River Symposium was 
held February 21 and 22 

at the Center for Advanced Research 
and Technology (CART).  Teach 
the River is an educator workshop 
open to K-12 educators of all kinds, 
and offers a wealth of resources and 
ideas for the classroom and other 
settings.

The theme of stewardship of our 
natural resources was consistent 
throughout all workshop topics.  
District Environmental Resources 
Technician Patrick Bryan was a 
workshop presenter and led a tour 
of local water facilities.  The tour 
was sponsored by the Central Valley 
Water Awareness Committee as part 
of its community education efforts.  

“The educator tour included the 
A-Z of our local water resources: 
storm water, drinking water, 
wastewater, and irrigation water 
supply”, said Bryan.  Speakers on 
the tour included Tim Bakman of 
the Bakman Water Company, Jim 
Holmes of the City of Fresno’s 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, 
and Randy McFarland, Public 
Information Consultant for Kings 
River Conservation District and 
Kings River Water Association.

Please call Patrick Bryan at (559) 
456-3292 if your school or group 
would like information on bringing 
in a local water resources presenter. 

District Helps 
Teach the River
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Groundwater Recharge Program

Did you know that in 2003 more than 26,700 
acre-feet of water was restored to our area’s 
groundwater aquifer through the District’s 

Groundwater Recharge Program?  And did you know an 
average of 15,000 acre-feet of storm water is captured and 
recharged at District basins each rain season?  An acre-foot 
of water is enough to supply a family of four with all the 
water they need for over a year.  

The population of Fresno and Clovis is over 500,000 
people, all of whom need water.   The rate of groundwater 
use is higher than the rate it is replaced, causing a 
groundwater overdraft.  Historically, groundwater has 
been the only source of potable water for our area.  As our 
area’s population has grown, so has our need for clean, safe 
water.

While groundwater recharge occurs naturally when 
water soaks through the ground after it rains, through river 
beds, and through unlined canals, it is not enough to keep 
up with the amount of water used by people in the Fresno-
Clovis area.  

Groundwater recharge is a vital part of responsible 
water resource management in our community. The City of 
Fresno, the City of Clovis, Fresno Irrigation District (FID), 
and the Flood Control District all have recharge programs.    

Each of the cities has an annual entitlement of Kings 
River water, and Fresno also has a San Joaquin River 
water entitlement.  Water is moved through FID canals to 
selected ponding basins where it soaks through the ground 
and back into the underground aquifer.  The combined four-
year average annual groundwater recharge rate for the four 
entities is 60,448 acre-feet.  

Planned groundwater recharge generally takes place in 
the warmer months, which is why some ponding basins are 
full even though there have not been any recent storms.  

Coordination is essential to getting the recharge water 
where it needs to go at the right time.  Basin maintenance 
schedules, construction timing, soil permeability, and other 
factors are considered in determining which basins will be 
used for groundwater recharge each year.

To maximize the benefi ts of the recharge program, 
the District regularly removes silts from recharge basins.  
The basin soil management program meets two goals.  It 
removes pollutants accumulated in the silts that are carried 
in storm water runoff, and helps to maintain percolation 
rates which are decreased by silt accumulation. 

Many “dual use” storm water basins serve as recreation 
facilities and groundwater recharge sites during the 
summer months.  In cooperation with the cities of Clovis 
and Fresno, and the County these sites are landscaped 
and sometimes equipped with soccer goals or baseball 
backstops, and even play structures.  Examples are the 
Goorabian Baseball Park behind Kaiser Hospital, and near 
Carver Elementary School at Fig and Grove Avenues.

Basins like the one shown on page 7 are beautifi ed by 
planting trees and growing turf around the top one-third 
of the slope.  The District regularly partners with Tree 
Fresno and other community partners as trees improve 
the aesthetics of District basins, and our community’s air 
quality. 

Natural groundwater recharge occurs every 
day when water soaks through the soil into our 
underground aquifer - but not enough to meet 
our area’s need for water.  Planned recharge 

programs like the District’s are necessary to close 
the gap between our needs and our supply.

Basins like this at Ashlan near Hughes in Fresno 
are used to accomplish groundwater recharge
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Tree Planting Near Hughes & McKinley
The trees were provided by Tree Fresno, as part of a 

grant from the California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection.  Tree varieties planted include Valley Oak, 
Redwood, and Chinese Pistache.

In the late 1990’s basin neighbor Jerry Kennedy came 
to the District Board with a request to improve the basin 
site’s appearance.  It was then a weedy fi eld that had not 
yet been excavated for use as a storm water retention basin.  
Because construction of drainage facilities, like basins and 
necessary pipeline, are funded with developer fees, the lack 
of development in the McKinley and Highway 99 area was 
a problem.

Council member Cynthia Sterling helped to solve 
that problem by providing $100,000 in Community 
Development Block Grant funds, all of which went toward 
installation of the irrigation system.  She followed through 
on the work started by outgoing Council member Dan 
Ronquillo.   Without that funding, basin beautifi cation 
would have been delayed indefi nitely.  PG&E also 
provided $7,500 in project funding through its Community 
Partnership Grant Program.

Caltrans contractor Foster & Sons, General Engineering 
Contractors, removed excavation materials from the basin 
and used it as fi ll for Freeway 180 construction.  The jointly 
coordinated project produced signifi cant cost savings by 
reducing basin development costs for the District and 
reduced freeway development cost for Caltrans.

Now the once unsightly fi eld is an excavated ponding 
basin with an irrigation system that will support the 74 
newly planted trees and the turf that will be planted.  This 
basin beautifi cation project was the fourth in a year made 
possible by the partnership between Tree Fresno and the 
District

On a rain-free Saturday morning in February, 
the District and Tree Fresno put on another 
successful tree planting event.  Volunteers 

planted 74 trees around the top one-third of the 12.5-acre 
ponding basin at Hughes and McKinley, adjacent to Jane 
Addams Elementary school in southwest Fresno.

Volunteers from Fresno High School, McLane High 
School, Fresno State, and Temple Beth Israel joined 
the basin’s neighbors and project partners from Fresno 
Unifi ed School District, Jane Addams Elementary and its 
Neighborhood Resource Center, PG&E, Caltrans, Fresno 
County Supervisor Phil Larson, Fresno City Council 
member Cynthia Sterling, and District board and staff 
members in putting the trees in the ground.

District employees (l-r) Randy Milson, Leana Lopez, 
and Jason Clarke plant one of 74 trees.

Park 
neighbors 
Mr. & Mrs. 
Kennedy 
plant trees 
and pound 
stakes.

Darla Mills (r) from the CA Dept. of Forestry & Fire 
Protection presents a grant check to Susan McWilliams 
(l), Executive Director of Tree Fresno.  District General 

Manager Bob Van Wyk (l-center) and Fresno County 
District 1 Supervisor Phil Larson (r-center) applaud.
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Close Up: Darius Assemi

Mr. Darius Assemi was born in Tehran, Iran 
and emigrated to the United States in 1978.  
He attended California State University, 

Fresno and graduated cum laude in 1983 with a degree in 
Civil Engineering.  Upon graduation, Mr. Assemi went to 
work for his family’s home building and land developing 
business.  He still works in the family business, Granville 
Homes.

Mr. Assemi describes himself as the head of a six-
member household.  He has three dogs and two cats.  He 
occasionally takes a break from family life to play tennis, 
wake board, and ride motorcycles - motocross and cruisers.

In his role as one of the District Board’s seven 
Directors, Mr. Assemi brings a business and development 
point of view to District governance.  He was appointed by 
the City of Fresno in 1998.

The business philosophy Mr. Assemi works under 
seeks in each project a marriage between smart growth 
and environmental sensitivity, with a focus on providing 
open space.  This philosophy fi ts well with his work on 
the District Board.  Being a businessman also gives him 
an appreciation for the District’s policy of multi-use of its 
facilities whenever possible.

Mr. Assemi said that the engineering staff at Granville 
Homes works with the District’s Development Review 
team regularly in the process of preparing plans for new 
housing developments.  “Granville’s engineers appreciate 
the District staff and their efforts to ensure that projects are 
built to exacting standards”, said Mr. Assemi.

Darius and the girls at Granville models


